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ARTICLE I.  IN GENERAL 
Sec. 17-1.  Purpose. 

To promote and protect the public health, safety and welfare, it is the policy of the City and 
the purpose of this chapter to provide for and to regulate a coordinated program for the safe, 
sanitary, efficient and economical accumulation, storage, collection, conveyance and disposal of 
solid waste within the City. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 2, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-2.  Definitions. 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

Asbestos-containing material (ACM) means any material or product which contains more 
than one (1) percent asbestos. 
Ashes means the residue from the burning of wood, coal, coke or other combustible materials. 
Bulk container means a metal or plastic receptacle or container designed and constructed for the 

storing of solid waste until its collection for disposal and which can be mechanically lifted, 
hoisted or rolled on or off and emptied by mechanical collection vehicles. 

Bulky debris means items of debris, such as furniture, bedding, mattresses, brush, and tires and 
similar items which are acceptable for collection by the City but, because of their size, bulk 
or weight, require special collection procedures other than those required and provided for 
garbage and debris. 

Collection means the process or activity required to collect, remove and convey solid waste from 
its source or location to a site for final disposal. 

Commercial premises means any premises or property upon which a wholesale, retail, service, 
manufacturing or processing business is located or conducted, including, but not limited to, 
restaurants, hotels, motels, markets, stores and other outlets, theaters, warehouses, factories, 
processing and manufacturing plants or facilities, automobile sales rooms, service stations 
and repair shops and offices of every kind; and the premises or property of organizations and 
institutions, such as, and including, all schools, hospitals, churches, clubs and societies; and 
any premises or property upon which is located an apartment building or buildings, other 
than condominiums, containing an aggregate of four (4) or more single-family dwelling units 
or apartments; and all other premises not defined herein as for a residential premises. 

Commercial solid waste means the solid waste generated, produced or accumulated upon 
commercial premises. 

Condominiums means premises, including the land and buildings thereon, containing multiple 
dwelling units or apartments, each of which is or may be separately owned, and the 



undivided interests in the common elements of such premises which are vested in the unit 
owners and which have been lawfully created pursuant to the Condominium Act contained in 
chapter 4.2 of title 55 (section 55-79.39 et seq.) of the Code of Virginia. 

Container means a receptacle designed, and required or permitted by this chapter, for the 
purpose of storing garbage and debris until its collection for disposal. 

Contractor means any person or firm who shall agree, written or otherwise, to perform work in 
return for compensation in any form. 

Debris means nonputrescible solid waste consisting of both combustible and noncombustible 
wastes, such as paper, cardboard, wood, rags, sweepings, and similar discarded materials. 

Director means the Director of the Department of Public Works of the City. 
Disposal means the delivery and deposit of solid waste to and at an approved disposal facility for 

final processing or storage. 
Friable asbestos means any material containing more than one (1) percent asbestos by weight 

which, when dry, may be crumbled, pulverized, or reduced to powder by hand pressure and 
regulated as a special waste. 

Garbage means putrescible animal or vegetable waste resulting from the handling, preparation, 
cooking or serving of food. 

Hazardous waste means a hazardous waste as described by the Virginia Hazardous Waste 
Regulation or the EPA. 

Infectious waste means solid or liquid wastes which contain pathogens with sufficient virulence 
and quantity so that exposure to the waste by a susceptible host could result in an infectious 
disease. 

Placement means the placing of all types of solid waste for collection and disposal. 
Premises means any lot or parcel of land, together with any building, part of a building or group 

of buildings located thereon, which constitutes a single property. 
Public property means and includes all public streets and highways, including the curbs, gutters 

and median strips thereof, sidewalks, alleys, parking lots and other public rights-of-way, and 
all public parks, playgrounds, buildings and grounds. 

Refuse means all putrescible and nonputrescible solid waste, whether combustible or 
noncombustible, including garbage, debris, ashes, dead animals, and materials resulting from 
industrial, commercial, domestic and community activities, but excluding hazardous wastes, 
body wastes and the sludges, screenings, pumpings and residue from cesspools, septic tanks 
sewage and infectious wastes. 

Residential premises means and includes a single-family dwelling, any premises or property 
upon which is located an apartment building containing less than four (4) single-family 
dwelling units or apartments, all condominiums and all other property or premises not 
defined herein as commercial premises. 

Residential solid waste means the solid waste generated, produced or accumulated upon 
residential premises. 

Solid waste means garbage, refuse and any other substance or material described or included in 
the definition of solid waste found in section 10.1-1400 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as 
amended. 

Solid waste removal contractor means a person licensed by the City to engage in the collection, 
removal and disposal of solid waste as a private business venture. 

White goods means appliances such as refrigerators, freezers, stoves, washers, dryers, air 
conditioners, and all other types of appliances. 



Yard waste means lawn clippings, tree and shrub trimmings, limbs, tree trunks, leaves, and other 
such arboreal material. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 2, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-3.  General collection and disposal standards. 

Every person, including, but not limited to, every solid waste removal contractor, shall 
collect, dump and dispose of solid waste only in compliance with local, state and federal laws. 
The Director, with the prior approval of the City Manager, may promulgate such local rules and 
regulations as may be necessary to administer and require compliance with such laws. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 2, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-4.  Supervision of collection and disposal; administration and enforcement. 

(a) The collection and disposal of solid waste under the provisions of this chapter shall be 
under the supervision and direction of the Director of Public Works, who, by and with the 
consent of and subject to the control of the City Manager, shall also be in charge generally of the 
administration and enforcement of this chapter. 

(b) Whenever it is observed that any person is accumulating, preparing, storing, conveying, 
or disposing of solid waste within the City in a manner contrary to the requirements of this 
chapter, the Director or his designee, shall, except as hereinafter provided, have a summons 
issued for such violation and served on such person in accordance with the provisions of sections 
19.2-73 through 19.2-76 and 19.2-76.2 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended; however, a 
summons shall not be issued for a violation of section 17-5, unless such violation constitutes at 
least a second offense and the person committing such violation has previously received written 
notice of such prior violation and a warning from the Director, or his designee, by personal 
service or by certified mail, return receipt requested. 

(c) Whenever any employee in the Department of Public Works charged with such 
responsibility observes that any person is accumulating, preparing, storing, conveying, or 
disposing of solid waste or debris within the City in a manner contrary to the provisions of 
section 17-5, and such violation constitutes a first offense, such employee shall report such 
violation to the Director, or his designee, who shall give written notice and a warning, delivered 
in person or by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the person committing such offense 
that any future violation of such nature shall constitute a Class 4 misdemeanor. 

(d) Any employee of the Department of Public Works charged with the responsibility of 
noting and reporting violations of the provisions of this chapter shall be diligent in gathering 
sufficient evidence to successfully prosecute any such violation and shall cooperate with the 
Director of Public Works, or his designee, in having a summons issued and served on the person 
or persons committing such offense where such offense constitutes a misdemeanor. 

(e) A summons issued for any violation of the provisions of this chapter may be served by 
any employee of the Department of Public Works who has been appointed a special police 
officer having the authority to serve such summons. 

(f) Whenever such a violation is deemed to constitute a present or potential threat to health 
or sanitation, it shall also be promptly reported to the City's Health Department for appropriate 
action. 

(g) Each day of violation of any provision of this chapter shall constitute a separate offense. 
(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 89-4.4, § 1, 4-4-89; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 2, 11-7-96) 
Cross references: Penalty for Class 4 misdemeanor, § 1-11. 



 
Sec. 17-5.  General container requirements. 

The owner, tenant, lessee or occupant of each premises within the City on which solid waste 
is produced, generated or accumulated shall at all times provide and keep on the premises such 
containers as are required by this chapter for the storage of solid waste for collection, and shall 
keep and maintain all such containers in a sanitary condition and good state of repair. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 2, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-6.  Condemnation of defective containers. 

(a) Any solid waste container, on any premises within the City, which does not conform to 
the standards of design, construction or condition prescribed by this chapter shall be condemned 
by the Director or his designated agent and must be replaced by the owner, tenant, lessee or 
occupant of the premises within seven (7) days after such condemnation and, thereafter, shall not 
be used for the storage of solid waste until and unless brought into conformance with such 
standards. 

(b) Notice of condemnation pursuant to this section shall be given by affixing or attaching to 
the container a tag or decal setting forth the date of and reason for its condemnation and advising 
that the container must be either brought into conformance with the required standards or 
replaced with an authorized container within seven (7) days after such condemnation and notice. 

(c) Any condemned container which is not brought into compliance with the standards 
prescribed therefor or replaced as required and which is not removed from use by its owner 
within the time allowed therefor may be collected and disposed of by the City as solid waste. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 2, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-7.  Collection and disposal of dead animals by City. 

Collection and disposal of dead animals by the City may be obtained, and will be provided 
during normal work hours, upon request to the office of the Director. If dead animal is of 
sufficient size and weight that no one residing at property can move it to behind curb for 
collection, then the Director may make special arrangements to collect the animal. Any other 
animal must be placed behind curb for collection. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87) 
 
Sec. 17-8.  Certain solid waste not to be collected by City. 

The collection, removal and disposal of the following types or items of solid waste shall be 
the sole responsibility of the owner, tenant, lessee and occupant of the premises upon which the 
solid waste is produced, generated or accumulated and shall not be collected by the City for 
disposal: 

(1) Hazardous or infectious waste. The Public Works Department will assist the residential 
owner or occupant in arranging proper disposal of hazardous or infectious waste on a case-by-
case basis. 

(2) Solid waste which is not prepared, stored and placed for collection in accordance with, or 
which exceeds the weight, size, volume or quantity prescribed by, the requirements of this 
chapter. 

(3) Any item, bundle, package, box, bag or container of solid waste which exceeds fifty (50) 
pounds. 



(4) Any item of solid waste which, because of its size, bulk, shape or weight, two (2) men 
cannot safely and conveniently lift and place into a collection vehicle. 

(5) Solid waste resulting from construction, reconstruction, repair, renovation, demolition or 
work by a contractor. 

(6) Body wastes and the sludges, screenings, pumpings and residue from cesspools, septic 
tanks and sewage. 

(7) Earth, rocks and soil. 
(8) Motor vehicles or parts of motor vehicles. 
(9) Any item of solid waste which will damage the collection equipment. 
(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 2, 11-7-96) 

 
Sec. 17-9.  City personnel not to enter building for purpose ofcollection. 

All solid waste collection personnel of the City are prohibited from entering any building or 
any part of a building for solid waste collection purposes. This includes, but is not limited to, 
garages, storage buildings, decks, carports, porches, stairwells, etc. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 2, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-10.  Unlawful accumulation, storage, disposal, etc. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to: 
(1) Accumulate, store, place for collection, or collect, convey or dispose of, any solid waste 

within the City in any manner other than that prescribed by this chapter, or to cause or permit the 
same. 

(2) Place, throw, dump, discard, deposit, sweep, rake or scatter any solid waste into or upon 
any public alleys, streets or highways or the sidewalks, gutters or median strips thereof, or any 
public property or rights-of-way, or into or along any river, stream, canal, pool, lake or pond or, 
without the owner's consent and permission, upon any privately owned premises or property 
within the City, or to cause or permit the same. 

(3) Remove the lid or cover from any container owned by another person; or disturb, remove, 
dump or scatter the solid waste which is stored in any such container or which is otherwise 
properly and lawfully placed for collection; or deposit any solid waste into such container; or to 
cause or permit any of the same, except by authority of law or with the consent and permission 
of the person owning such container. 

(4) Dispose of any solid waste upon or at any place other than a disposal site or facility 
approved therefore by the Commonwealth. 

(5) Dispose of or discard any hypodermic syringe, hypodermic needle or any instrument or 
device for making a hypodermic injection before first breaking, disassembling, destroying or 
otherwise rendering inoperable and incapable of reuse or injury to any person or collection 
personnel. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 2, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-11.  Violations of Chapter. 

Unless otherwise specifically provided, a violation of any provision of this chapter shall 
constitute a Class 4 misdemeanor. However, a violation of sections 17-5, 17-21, 17-22, 17-23, 
17-37, 17-38, or 17-39 shall not constitute a Class 4 misdemeanor unless such violation 
constitutes at least a second offense and the person committing such violation has previously 



received written notice of such prior violation and a warning from the Director of Public Works, 
or his designee, by personal service or by certified mail, return receipt requested. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 89-4.4, § 1, 4-4-89) 
Cross references: Penalty for Class 4 misdemeanor, § 1-11; removal of accumulations of garbage 
and refuse, § 23-44. 
 
Secs. 17-12--17-19.  Reserved. 
 
ARTICLE II.  CITY COLLECTION OF RESIDENTIAL SOLID WASTE 
 
Sec. 17-20.  Service provided. 

The City shall, as a municipal service to residential premises within the City, provide for the 
schedule collection and disposal of all solid waste produced or accumulated upon such premises 
which is prepared, stored and placed for collection as prescribed by this article. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 4, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-21.  Container requirements. 

(a) The owner, tenant or occupant of each residential premises within the City upon which 
solid waste is produced, generated or accumulated shall at all times provide and keep on the 
premises a sufficient number of watertight containers for the accumulation and storage of such 
solid waste during the interval between collections by the City, each of which containers shall be 
constructed of rigid, impermeable metal or formed plastic, with tapered sides and smooth interior 
surfaces and without rough, sharp or jagged edges, shall have a capacity of no more than thirty-
two (32) gallons nor less than twenty (20) gallons, and shall be equipped with handles and a 
tight-fitting lid or cover; provided, however, that condominiums may, with the consent and 
approval of, and as required by, the Director, provide instead bulk containers as required or 
permitted by section 17-53. All such containers shall be kept and maintained in a sanitary 
condition and good state of repair. Plastic bags, paper bags, boxes and other paper containers 
shall not be used to store garbage unless enclosed within a prescribed metal or plastic container. 

(b) Containers larger than thirty-two (32) gallons must be hydraulically able to be dumped 
and must be compatible to existing City equipment. 

(c) In order for a below-ground solid waste receptacle to be collected, the liner can must be 
placed at above-ground level prior to collection. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 4, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-22.  Precollection preparation. 

Before being placed for scheduled collection, solid waste must be prepared as follows: 
(1) Garbage. All garbage shall have drained from it all free, excess liquids and shall be stored 

in an authorized container. 
(2) Ashes. Ashes must be free of embers and sparks before being stored or placed for 

collection, shall be stored in a disposable bag, box or package and firmly secured to prevent 
spillage, blowing, drifting and scattering, which bag or box may be placed separately or within 
an authorized container for storage and collection. 

(3) Grass clippings. Grass clippings shall be stored at all times in an authorized container or 
in disposable bags or boxes sufficiently strong and firmly secured to prevent spillage, drifting 
and scattering. 



(4) Trees, shrub and bush trimmings. The limbs and trimmings from trees, shrubs and bushes 
shall be securely tied into bundles not exceeding two (2) feet in diameter, four (4) feet in length, 
and fifty (50) pounds in weight. 

(5) Appliances or white goods will not be collected as part of residential solid waste. An 
extra fee must be paid to have these items collected. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 4, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-23.  Placement for collection. 

(a) Containers for residential solid waste may be placed for collection at any one central 
exterior location on the premises which allows easy access by collection personnel, or at a 
mutually agreed upon location between occupant and Director. Containers may also be placed 
for collection at the curb line or margin of, but not on or within, the street, alley or sidewalk 
adjacent to the premises and no sooner than the evening prior to the scheduled collection, and 
such containers must be returned to the premises no later than the evening following collection. 

(b) Yard waste which is bagged, boxed or bundled for collection as required or permitted by 
this article shall be stored on the premises and shall be placed for collection at the curb line or 
margin of, but not on or within, the street, alley or sidewalk adjacent to the premises. 

(c) No collection service shall be provided for any residential unit that exceeds a distance of 
four hundred (400) feet at normal access point from any public street, road, or right-of-way 
dedicated for public use. Should the distance to such residential unit exceed four hundred (400) 
feet, residents of such units shall place all solid waste for collection, according to collection 
schedule, at a designated point within that four hundred (400) feet of the public street, road or 
right-of-way, provided residents own the property, or shall place such solid waste at the margin 
of, but not on or within, the street, road, sidewalk, alley, or right-of-way. 

(d) During periods of inclement weather or in periods of an emergency, the Director of 
Public Works has the authority to request that solid waste be placed at the curb for collection. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 4, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-24.  Residential solid waste collection schedule. 

Residential solid waste collection shall be conducted by the City weekly on a schedule 
approved by the City Manager, which schedule may be modified by the City Manager because of 
holidays, weather conditions and emergencies. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 4, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-25.  Exemption from residential solid waste fee. 

(a) All residential units in the City must pay a monthly fee which is prescribed by City 
Council in order to receive weekly solid waste collection. 

(b) An apartment complex of four (4) units or more or a large mobile home park may be 
exempt from the solid waste services and fee, provided a commercial dumpster of sufficient size 
is located on the premises and a sufficient number of pickups are made. An exempt apartment 
complex or trailer park does not qualify for commercial rear loader collection by the City. 
Permission from the Director of Public Works, or his designee, must be received in writing to 
complete the exemption process. 

(Ord. No. 95-3.5, 3-7-95; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 4, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-26.  Reduced residential solid waste fee for certain elderly and disabled persons. 



(a) Those property owners who apply and qualify for tax relief for the elderly and disabled 
under chapter 37, article III of this Code shall be eligible for a reduced residential solid waste 
collection fee equal to one-half ( 1/2) of the normal rate provided: 

(1) The property is occupied by no more than three (3) persons. 
(2) The combined income and financial worth of all occupants is within the income and 

financial worth limitations as set forth in City Code section 37-66. 
(b) Non-property owners and/or tenants whose household is occupied by no more than three 

(3) persons and who wish to qualify for reduced solid waste fee must also meet the following 
criteria: 

(1) An application must be made and filed by the primary occupant of the household with the 
City's Tax Relief Official. 

(2) Such application must be made at the same time and in the same manner as those 
property owners who apply for exemption under the City's real estate and mobile home tax 
deferral and exemption or deferral program as set forth in chapter 37, article III of this Code. 

(3) The combined income and financial worth of all occupants of the applicant's household 
must be included in meeting the income and financial worth standards as set forth in City Code 
section 37-66 in order to qualify for a reduced residential solid waste collection fee equal to one-
half ( 1/2) of the normal rate. 

(Ord. No. 2001-04.10, 4-17-01) 
 
Secs. 17-27--17-34.  Reserved. 
 
ARTICLE III.  CITY COLLECTION OF RESIDENTIAL YARD WASTE 
 
Sec. 17-35.  Service provided. 

The City shall, as a municipal service to residential premises within the City, provide for the 
periodical collection and disposal of yard waste generated, produced or accumulated upon such 
premises by the occupant and which is prepared, stored and placed for collection as prescribed 
by this article. 

(1) Collection of yard waste shall be on the same day as other solid waste is collected. This 
schedule may be adjusted as needed. 

(2) Collection of yard waste will only be collected if prepared, stored and placed for 
collection as prescribed in subsections 17-22(3) and (4). 

(3) A two and one-half (2  1/2) cubic yard limit is applied to each collection of yard waste. 
This would measure 4' H X 4' W X 4' L. 

(4) All contractors hired to do clearing of lots or tree work must remove any yard waste 
generated as a result of the work being done. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 6, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-36.  Waiver of certain article requirements after major storm. 

After a major storm which results in downed limbs and trees, the Director, subject to the 
approval of the City Manager, may waive the requirements of this article with respect to the 
times when solid waste may be placed for collection and the maximum quantity permitted with 
respect to limbs and trees. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 6, 11-7-96) 
 



Sec. 17-37.  Preparation, storage and placement of yard waste for collection. 
(a) Leaves. From October 1 of each year through the following January, as designated by the 

Director, loose leaves containing no rocks, glass, sticks, limbs or other solid objects may be 
placed for collection by the City under this article in piles behind the curb and not to block the 
sidewalk, nor in the curb flow line, so as to block the flow of water to any storm drain or inlet. 
From February 1 to September 30, leaves shall be bagged or boxed and placed behind the curb 
for collection. 

(b) Trees, shrubs and limbs. Trunks, limbs and branches of trees, shrubs and bushes, not 
exceeding twelve (12) inches in diameter, shall be cut into lengths not exceeding four (4) feet, or 
into such shorter lengths as may be required to assure that each item does not exceed fifty (50) 
pounds in weight, and may be placed for collection by the City under this article in loose piles 
back of the curbline or margin of, but not on or within the street, alley or sidewalk adjacent to the 
premises; provided, however, that no item shall be collected by the City which exceeds twelve 
(12) inches in diameter or (50) pounds in weight, and no accumulation or pile of such items shall 
be collected by the City which exceeds a total of two and one-half (2  1/2) cubic yards in volume. 

(c) Heavy and bulky furniture and appliances. No more than four (4) items of furniture, 
which can be safely and conveniently lifted and placed into the collection vehicle by two (2) 
men, may be placed for collection under this article at any one (1) time. Such items shall be 
stored on the premises and, no sooner than the evening prior to the scheduled collection, may be 
placed for collection back of the curbline or margin of, but not on or within, the street, alley or 
sidewalk adjacent to such premises. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 6, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-38.  Limit on amount placed for collection at one time. 

No person shall place at any one (1) time, for collection by the City under this article, a 
quantity of solid waste which exceeds a total of two and one-half (2  1/2) cubic yards in volume. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 6, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-39.  Permitted containers. 

Yard waste to be collected under this article, if containing no garbage or other prohibited 
solid waste, may be stored and placed for collection in containers authorized and required for the 
storage of solid waste or in plastic bags, paper bags, cardboard boxes and other disposable 
containers of sufficient strength and condition to securely enclose the same. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 6, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-40.  Collection schedule. 

Yard waste shall be collected by the City under this article at least weekly on such schedule 
as is approved by the City Manager, which schedule may be modified by the City Manager 
because of holidays, weather conditions and emergencies. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 6, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-41.  Rental of bulk collection trailers. 

(a) The Director may authorize the lease of a solid waste trailer to persons within the City for 
use on noncollection days. Such person or firm can load such trailer with solid waste which is 
not otherwise prohibited or unacceptable for solid waste collection by the City, provided such 
solid waste does not exceed the capacity of such trailer. 



(b) An application for the lease of a solid waste collection trailer may be made at the Public 
Works Office. Applications will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis subject to 
availability. The required rental fees, as authorized by the Council, must be paid in advance. 

(c) Any solid waste collection trailers leased pursuant to this section shall be delivered at the 
close of the workday prior to the first day of the period for which it is leased and shall be picked 
up at the beginning of the next workday after the period for which it is leased. It shall be 
unlawful for any person leasing such bulk collection trailer to move or relocate such trailer. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 6, 11-7-96) 
 
Secs. 17-42--17-50.  Reserved. 
 
ARTICLE IV.  COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL OF COMMERCIAL SOLID WASTE 
 
Sec. 17-51.  Responsibility of owner or occupant of premises. 

(a) The proper and lawful collection, conveyance and disposal of solid waste generated, 
produced or accumulated upon each commercial premises within the City shall be the 
responsibility of, and at the expense of, the owner, tenant, lessee and occupant of the premises. 

(b) For each commercial premises using a bulk container as required or permitted by this 
article, the collection, conveyance and disposal of the solid waste generated, produced or 
accumulated upon the premises shall be performed by the owner, tenant, lessee or occupant of 
the premises, either by himself or by a duly licensed private solid waste removal contractor with 
whom the owner, tenant, lessee or occupant has a contract or agreement for the purpose. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 8, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-52.  Contract with City for collection and disposal. 

(a) For each commercial premises other than those using bulk containers as required or 
permitted by this article, the City, upon execution and in accordance with the terms of a contract 
or agreement made and entered into for such purposes by the Director, on behalf of the City, and 
the owner, tenant, lessee or occupant of such premises, and on condition of the payment to the 
City of the fees and charges prescribed therefor by the Council, shall provide for the collection, 
conveyance and disposal of permitted solid waste generated, produced or accumulated on the 
premises and properly prepared and placed for collection. 

(b) Commercial collection by the City will require a contract or agreement for the collection 
and disposal of commercial solid waste which shall provide for and specify the number, type and 
location of containers required by the Director, for the schedule for collection and the fees to be 
charged and paid therefor, for amending or terminating such agreement as may be required to 
meet the needs of the parties, the premises and the City, and shall be subject to and conditioned 
upon approval by the Director or his duly authorized representative. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 8, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-53.  General container requirements. 

For each commercial premises which, during any four (4) consecutive calendar weeks, 
generates, produces, accumulates and places for collection a volume of solid waste exceeding an 
average per week of nine (9) nonbulk containers of the size and type authorized and prescribed 
by section 17-21 for use in residential solid waste collection, the owner, tenant, lessee or 
occupant of the premises shall provide and keep on the premises a sufficient number of bulk 



containers for the accumulation, storage and collection of such solid waste. A bulk container of 
two (2) cubic yards or more shall have a drain plug in its base, a hinged lid or door on its top, and 
shall be designed and constructed to be mechanically lifted and emptied by a bulk container solid 
waste collection vehicle. If the City Manager determines that a bulk container is not practicable 
for the premises because of space limitations or inaccessibility of a bulk container to collection 
vehicles, the premises shall be excepted and excluded from the requirements of this section. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 8, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-54.  Maintenance of containers. 

All containers required by this article, bulk or otherwise, and the area surrounding the same 
shall be kept in a clean, neat and sanitary condition and shall be maintained in a good and 
serviceable state of repair. Solid waste must be completely contained and enclosed within the 
containers, with the tops, doors, lids and drain plugs thereof in place and closed. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 8, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-55.  Location of containers on or near public property. 

Solid waste containers, bulk or otherwise, of any commercial premises shall not be placed on 
any public property or right-of-way without the written permission of the City Manager or his 
designated representative, or placed on private property in such a manner or location as to cause 
the collection and removal of solid waste therefrom to obstruct, impede or constitute a safety 
hazard for pedestrian or vehicular traffic or otherwise create a hazard to the public health, safety 
and welfare. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 8, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-56.  Prohibited deposits in commercial containers. 

The following shall not be stored or placed for collection in a commercial container required 
by this article: 

(1) Hazardous or infectious wastes, body wastes or the sludges, screenings, pumpings or 
residue from cesspools or septic tanks or sewage. 

(2) Solid waste which is prohibited and not acceptable for solid waste collection and disposal 
by the City. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 89-4.4, § 2, 4-4-89; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 8, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-57.  Building permit application to include plans for solid waste storage and 
collection. 

An application for a building permit for construction on commercial premises shall include 
plans for the lawful and sufficient storage and collection of solid waste, with adequate ingress 
and egress to the premises. The Director of Community Development or his designee shall 
submit such plans to the Director of Public Works or his duly authorized representative for 
review. In addition to sufficient ingress and egress, the plans shall indicate that the proposed 
location for storage and collection of solid waste does not constitute a fire hazard to adjacent 
structures nor occupy any designated required parking areas. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 92-8.10, 8-4-92; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 8, 11-7-96) 
Cross references: Building regulations, Ch. 9; fire prevention and protection, Ch. 14. 

 
Secs. 17-58--17-64.  Reserved. 



 
ARTICLE V.  CITY COMPOST FACILITY 
 
Sec. 17-65.  Operating requirements generally. 

The compost facility owned and operated by the City for the disposal of yard waste shall be 
operated strictly in accordance with federal and state requirements and such rules and regulations 
as may be promulgated by the Director. The compost facility will only accept such yard waste as 
is generated, manufactured, or produced within the existing City limits. Further, each person 
using the compost facility shall do so at his or her own risk. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 89-4.4, § 3, 4-4-89; Ord. No. 92-6.20, 6-2-92; Ord. 
No. 96-11.9, § 10, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-66.  Hours of operation. 

Hours of operation for the compost facility shall be determined by the Director with approval 
of the City Manager. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 10, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-67.  Use fees. 

Fees for use of the compost facility shall be paid by all users as determined and authorized by 
the Council. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 10, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-68.  Reserved. 
Editor's note: Section 14 of Ord. No. 96-11.9, adopted November 7, 1996, repealed § 17-68 in its 
entirety. Formerly, § 17-68 pertained to use of designated areas of the city landfill and derived 
from Ord. No. 87-10.10, adopted October 6, 1987. 
 
Sec. 17-69.  Reserved. 
Editor's note: Section 14 of Ord. No. 96-11.9, adopted November 7, 1996, repealed § 17-69 in its 
entirety. Formerly, § 17-69 pertained to prohibited picking and scavenging from the city landfill 
and derived from Ord. No. 87-10.10, adopted October 6, 1987. 
 
Sec. 17-70.  Trespassing on compost facility. 

Any person who shall enter into the compost facility after normal operating hours for 
purposes other than as authorized by the City Manager or his designee shall be guilty of trespass 
and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished as prescribed by the laws of the Commonwealth 
for a Class 4 misdemeanor. 

(Ord. No. 88-9.12, 9-6-88; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 10, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-71.  Reserved. 
Editor's note: Section 14 of Ord. No. 96-11.9, adopted November 7, 1996, repealed § 17-71 in its 
entirety. Formerly, § 17-71 pertained to certain waste not to be accepted nor disposed of at the 
city landfill and derived from Ord. No. 88-6.19, adopted June 7, 1988; and Ord. No. 89-4.4, § 3, 
adopted April 4, 1989. 
 
Sec. 17-72.  Reserved 



Editor's note: Section 14 of Ord. No. 96-11.9, adopted November 7, 1996, repealed § 17-72 in its 
entirety. Formerly, § 17-72 pertained to disposal of tires at the city landfill and derived from Ord. 
No. 88-6.19, adopted June 7, 1988. 
 
Secs. 17-73--17-79.  Reserved. 
 
ARTICLE VI.  SOLID WASTE REMOVAL CONTRACTORS 
 
Sec. 17-80.  License--Required. 

No person shall engage in, conduct or operate a business of providing within the City solid 
waste collection, conveyance or disposal services to others for pay, without having first obtained 
from the Commissioner of the Revenue a license so to do. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 12, 11-7-96) 
Cross references: Licenses generally, Ch. 20. 

 
Sec. 17-81.  Same--Application; issuance or denial. 

(a) Any person desiring to operate and conduct business within the City as a solid waste 
removal contractor shall file an application with the Commissioner of the Revenue on forms 
provided by him. The Commissioner shall submit the initial application to the Chief of Police for 
an investigation and report relating to the ability and responsibility of the applicant to provide the 
services of a solid waste removal contractor in a manner consistent with the public health, safety 
and welfare. 

(b) After filing an application under this section, the applicant shall make available his 
vehicles for inspection by the Director, who shall make a written report of such inspection to the 
Commissioner of the Revenue. 

(c) Upon receipt of favorable reports from the Chief of Police and the Director, the 
Commissioner of the Revenue may issue the license applied for under this section. In the event 
the Commissioner refuses to issue the license, the applicant may appeal to the City Manager by 
filing a written request for review with the City Manager within ten (10) days after the date of 
such refusal. The City Manager, after a hearing, may affirm or reverse the decision of the 
Commissioner. 

(d) Applications and reports provided for in this section will not be subject to public access 
unless otherwise required by State or Federal law. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 12, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-82.  Same--Revocation. 

The City Manager may revoke the license of any solid waste removal contractor for 
noncompliance with any local, state or federal law, or rules, regulations and requirements 
promulgated thereunder, pertaining to the collection, conveyance or disposal of solid waste or for 
the failure of the contractor to provide the services for which the contractor is lawfully 
responsible. Such revocation by the City Manager shall be subject to review by City Council 
upon written petition made by the contractor within ten (10) days after receipt by the contractor 
of written notice of the revocation by the City Manager. City Council, after holding a hearing on 
the matter, shall either affirm or reverse the decision of the City Manager. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 12, 11-7-96) 
 



Sec. 17-83.  Collection vehicles--Design, construction and maintenance. 
Each solid waste removal contractor shall use, for the collection, conveyance and disposal of 

solid waste, only such vehicles as are designed and constructed for such purposes and shall keep 
and maintain the same in a sanitary condition and in a good state of repair to prevent the spillage, 
leakage or blowing and scattering of their contents. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 12, 11-7-96) 
Cross references: Motor vehicles and traffic, Ch. 21. 

 
Sec. 17-84.  Same--Identification. 

Each solid waste removal contractor shall place on each door of the cab of each of the 
contractor's collection vehicles, so as to be plainly visible, the identification of the contractor and 
a unit or vehicle number. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 12, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-85.  Charges for service--Regulation by Council. 

Authority to regulate and prescribe the rates and fees charged by solid waste removal 
contractors for the collection, conveyance and disposal of solid waste is expressly reserved to the 
Council to the extent permitted by law. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 12, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-86.  Same--Filing of rate schedule and notice of proposed changes therein. 

Concurrent with the filing of an application for a license pursuant to section 17-81, each 
person to be licensed by the City as a solid waste removal contractor shall file with the 
Commissioner of the Revenue, on forms provided by him, a schedule of the rates being currently 
charged or currently to be charged by the contractor for services rendered as such. In addition, 
each such contractor shall file with the Commissioner of the Revenue written notice of any 
proposed changes in such rates at least thirty (30) days prior to implementation and imposition of 
the changes. Rate information so filed with the Commissioner is deemed to be a public record 
and available for inspection. 

(Ord. No. 87-10.10, 10-6-87; Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 12, 11-7-96) 
 
Secs. 17-87, 17-88.  Reserved. 
 
ARTICLE VII.  DISPOSAL LOCATION 
 
Sec. 17-89.  Landfill. 

This landfill for solid waste disposal was closed September 1993 and cannot accept any solid 
waste. 

(Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 13, 11-7-96) 
 
Sec. 17-90.  Private contractor; rates; transfer station. 

The City has contracted with a private solid waste contractor to provide disposal services for 
the City's residents, businesses, and industries. The maximum disposal rates are adjusted yearly 
by the consumer price index. The transfer station is located on Gypsum Road. 

(Ord. No. 96-11.9, § 13, 11-7-96) 


